
Londoner Inspired to Run Marathon to Support  
Mental Health Awareness 

 

Over the past months London TPT’s Calvin Dass has been diligently training for a run 
in the upcoming London Marathon.  But his goal of completing the race isn’t just for the 
satisfaction of running a marathon.  He’s participating in support of the Mental Health 

Foundation, and his involvement with that organization is very personal. 
 

“In May last year someone close to me took their life after years of struggling with depression.  I met 
him at University and we became bros instantly.  He was my housemate, my teammate, my good 
friend.  Despite all of this, I knew nothing of his sufferings – and sufferers of depression often keep 
their suffering to themselves as they feel a burden.  If only he knew he was the opposite.” 
 

Calvin’s friend is the reason he’s chosen the Mental Health  
Foundation of the UK to support in his marathon run.  The  
Mental Health Foundation’s mission is to help people under- 
stand, protect and sustain their mental health.  Established  
after the end of World War II as the Mental Health Reach  
Fund, the organization was a key funder for research work, and began to influence government 
policy on mental health. They’ve since expanded their work as an information provider and cam-
paigning organization, promoting the idea that good mental health and wellbeing is for everyone 
and not just those experiencing problems. 
 

As part of his fundraising, Calvin recently organized a London office bake sale, which raised an amaz-
ing £540!  A large group of London office employees showed off their baking skills, as well as donating 
their time  and money, to sell a selection of desserts in the lobby of the London office’s building. 
 

How to Give: You can donate to Calvin’s run and help him to reach his goal of £3k by clicking 
here: uk.virginmoneygiving.com/CalvinDass 
  
 

 

Early Connection Leads NY TPTer to Get Involved with  
Organization Helping Ugandan Orphans 
 

New York Project Coordinator Daniel Healy is involved with Malayaka House, an organiza-
tion whose mission is to provide a loving home to forgotten sick and abandoned orphans from 
the streets of Entebbe, Uganda.  Daniel’s connection with the organization began with tennis  

lessons taken when he was in middle school.  His instructor, 
Robert Fleming, has a history of involvement with various 
philanthropic organizations, including Mother Theresa’s or-
ganization and Brother Xavier’s school for orphans in India.  
Fleming founded Malayaka House in 2005 with the rescue of 
one child, Malayaka, and it quickly grew as the local Ugan-
dan authorities found more children in desperate need of 
medical attention, proper nutrition, and a place they could 
call home. 
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After participating in a trip to India that 
Robert Fleming organized, Daniel reconnected 
with him and was invited to visit Malayaka 
House.  After that he conducted a swim-a-thon 
fundraiser in 2013 that generated over $3K, 
and hand delivered the money to the African 
organization.  “For six weeks I lived with the 
children, getting to know them and became 
good friends.  I have since returned often, most 
recently this past January.” 
 

How to Give: To find out more information 
about Malayaka House and to make a dona-
tion visit their website: 
www.malayakahouse.com, or the Spanish ver-
sion of the website: www.malayakahouse.es 
  

Copenhagen Employee  
Supports Children Across  
the Globe 
 

Sales Account Manager Andreea An-
dries wanted to help children in need 
but felt she didn’t have the resources 

to do much.  But that didn’t mean she 
should not do something.  So she and her 
boyfriend got involved with the Danish 
branch of SOS Children’s Villages – SOS 
Børnebyerne.  Originally founded in 1949 in 
Imst, Austria by Hermann Gmeiner, the or-
ganization helped to find homes for 40 local 
children affected by the desolation of World 
War II.  Today they have expanded around 
the world, caring for over 80,000 children in 
133 countries. 

Andreea and her boyfriend have become 
“remote parents” to two beautiful girls living 
in Africa, both with very tragic life stories.  “I 
get a letter from my kid saying she’s doing 
great.  I hope with the education she’s getting 
she’ll grow up to have a better future than her 
parents.” 
 
How to Give: Go the website and click on Spon-
sor a Child.  The English language site is here: 
http://www.sos-usa.org/, or the Danish site is 
here: http://www.sosbornebyerne.dk/    
 

Client Leads to Involvement 
with Honduras Education  
Organization 

 
New York TLS’s Dave Burdier is in-
volved with FEIH Foundation for Edu-
cation in Honduras.  FEIH’s co-

founder, Ramiro Occasio works in the records 
department of the law firm of Kirkland & 
Ellis, a long-time TransPerfect client.  In 2008 
Ramiro started a tradition.  During the holi-
day season, he would visit rural communities 
outside of El Progreso, Honduras, and bring 
local families food, water, medicine and toys.  
Before one of his trips, Ramiro mentioned his 

efforts to FEIH co-founder and Kirkland & Ellis 
partner, Jon Henes, who was eager to help, ini-
tially with just a small donation. Eventually 
Ramiro’s vision expanded to working with the 
community in Honduras to change the primary 
school, helped by the generous donations of 
many Kirkland & Ellis employees.  After a life-
changing event in 2013, where Ramiro helped 
to save the life of an elderly man who’d fallen 
onto the New York City subway tracks, with 
Jon’s help, he started a charitable organization 
to change education in Honduras.   They aim to 
provide the necessary resources to school chil-
dren in Honduras in the form of infrastructure, 
supplies and support, to foster a stimulating, 
productive and fun education. 
 

Moved by Ramiro’s story, Dave, who has 
worked with Kirkland & Ellis as a client for 
over 10 years, wanted to do something for 
the organization.  “I got involved supporting 
fund raising events for FEIH and providing 
raffle items.” 
 

How to Give:  Go to the FEIH website  
[http://www.feih.org/] and click on the DO-
NATE button.  Depending on how much 
TPTers donate, the company can be added to 
marketing material for the next event they 
are having at the firm. 
 
 

 

http://www.feih.org/


More Londoners Run for Charity 
 

London TPT QMs Vicky Cox and Na-
tasha Kingston are running in the 
Hackney Half Marathon on May 8th in 

support of Refuge – a charity offering a lifeline 
for women and children who are victims of do-
mestic violence.  Refuge opened the world’s 
first safe house for women and children escap-
ing domestic violence, in Chiswick, West Lon-
don, in 1971.  Since then they have grown to 
become the UK’s largest single provider of spe-
cialist domestic violence services.  On any 
given day they support 3,700 women and chil-
dren, operating a three-pronged approach 
which involves Provision, Protection & Preven-
tion. 

 

Domestic violence is a cause that Vicky and 
Natasha strongly support.  As Vicky says 
“Support services for domestic violence have 
been cut by up to 80% by the current govern-
ment yet this charity continues to provide 24/7 
service to women in need.  We’re delighted to 
be helping raise funds and awareness for this 
issue.” 
 
How to Give: To help Refuge, and support 
Vicky and Natasha’s run, visit their JustGiv-
ing page, where you can find out more about 
the charity and their story. https://
www.justgiving.com/NatashaandVickyRefuge/ 
 
Honored by Organization, 
TPTer Commits to Give Back 

 

TPT Sales’ Colleen Minnock was one of 
12 people in Charlottesville chosen to be 
honoured by the Cystic Fibrosis Founda-

tion at a special event recognizing outstanding 
young professionals in Charlottesville, VA.   
 
Cystic fibrosis is a devastating genetic disease 
that affects the lungs and digestive system.  
More than ten million Americans are symptom- 

less carriers of the defective CF gene.  And 
while advances continue to be made in find-
ing a cure, help is needed to keep up the mo-
mentum of this life-saving research.   
 

When the foundation began in 1955, most 
children with CF did not live to see their first 
day of elementary school.  Today, the median 
predicted age of survival is in the mid-30s.  
This is remarkable progress, but not enough. 
 

“In accepting this  
distinction I have  
committed to raise  
money to help the  
Foundation realize its mission of controlling 
and curing cystic fibrosis.  On a personal 
note, I am proud to say that via TransPerfect 
I have overseen multiple global clinical trials 
for CF (with Genentech, Vertex, and Shire) 
and that my own team has worked on pa-
tient questionnaires for multiple languages 
to aid in the data on the research of the 
drugs.” 
 

How to Give: You can donate here: https://
finest.cff.org/colleen-chulis-s-finest.  For 
more information on CF and the Cystic Fi-
brosis Foundation visit their website: 
www.cff.org 
 
Boston TPTer Supports the 
Children’s Hospital That 
Helped Her Son 
 

Many of us already know of the amaz-
ing story of Rebekah McGowan’s 
son Lucas.  At just 20 weeks pregnant 

her son was diagnosed with Hypoplastic Left 
Heart  Syndrome, which means he has half a 
heart.  Since his birth Lucas has weathered 
three open heart surgeries and is now a 
happy, healthy and thriving five year old. 
 

Rebekah and her family – including Lucas – 
have been walking in the Eversource Walk  
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for Boston Children’s Hospital since before his 
birth.  The hospital is ranked #1 in more spe-
cialties than any other pediatric hospital by 
U.S. News & World Report, because their pa-
tient care programs provide the best, most in-
novative care possible, while their researchers 
regularly make amazing discoveries that 
change children’s lives.  In addition they pro-
vide more health care to families who can’t af-
ford it than any other hospital in Massachu-
setts. 
 

Rebekah says “Lucas will always have half a 
heart, but nothing about him is half-hearted.  
This year I thought it would be fun to hear 
from Lucas himself about why we are walking 
for Boston Children’s Hospital again this year.  
I hope you enjoy it.” 
 

https://youtu.be/wMnAYIeokPw 
 

How to Give: This year’s walk is on June 12th, 
and you can support the hospital by making a 
donation to Lucas and his family’s donation 
page, where you can also find more informa-
tion about the Boston Children’s Hospital.  
http://fundraise.childrenshospital.org/site/TR/
Walk/Walk?
px=1023085&pg=personal&fr_id=1430 
 

Providing Homes for  
Dogs In Need 

 

Philadelphia’s Ilyssa Griffin has a 
personal connection to Home at Last 
Dog Rescue.  The organization is not a 

shelter, but a group of volunteers whose goal is 
to save the lives of homeless dogs suffering in 
high-kill shelters, as well as owner-surrender 
dogs who need to be re-homed due to unfortu-
nate circumstances.  They pull dogs from vari-
ous shelters and provide foster homes until 
they are adopted.  In doing so, they hope to 
provide an alternative to the purchase of 
puppy mill 
and pet store 
dogs, thereby 
reducing the 
demand for, 
and ulti-
mately, the 
supply of, such 
dogs.  They 
strive to 
match each 
dog with the 
right family. 
 

Ilyssa got involved with the organization 
when she adopted her dog Sadie from Home 
at Last Dog Rescue.  “I immediately felt a 
connection with that community.  I have 
since been involved with the rescue on their 
social media and fundraising teams.  I post 
about ways to give and help organize 
events.” 
 

How to Give: You can make a donation via 
PayPal at http://
www.homeatlastdogrescue.com/fund/.  And 
you can find out more about Home At Last 
Dog Rescue by visiting their website: http://
www.homeatlastdogrescue.com/ 
 

 

The Loss of  a Good Friend  
Inspires TPTer in Fight 
Against Cancer 
 

For over 100 years, the American 
Cancer Society has worked relent-
lessly to save lives and create a world 

with less cancer.  Founded in 1913 by 10 doc-
tors and 5 laypeople in New York City, the 
Society’s founders knew they had to raise 
public awareness about cancer if progress 
was to be made against this disease.  Over 
the years they’ve expanded their mission to 
include supporting research, achieving the 
first temporary cancer remission in a child 
with acute leukemia, thus opening the mod-
ern era of chemotherapy.  ACS-funded re-
searchers have contributed to nearly every 
major cancer research breakthrough that’s 
been seen in the almost 70 years since their 
research program began. 
 

 

New York TPT Sales’ Laura Cochran has a 
personal connection with this horrible dis-
ease.  “In September of 2013, I lost one of my 
best friends to a hard fought, seven-year 
fight. In an effort to turn my angst into ac-
tion, I chose the American Cancer Society as  
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Helping Teens Through  
Circus Arts 
 

The Trenton Circus Squad has found 
a unique way to help empower low-
income and at-risk teens and younger 

children – by teaching them circus arts.  Cir-
cus arts are a proven, effective tool for foster-
ing self-reliance, as well as promoting health 
and wellness, creating a sense of belonging, 
and encouraging citizenship and socioeco-
nomic integration, and building resilience. 
 

They help to develop self-reliant, empowered, in-
spirational, community-minded teen and young 
adult leaders and role models in the City of Tren-
ton, and provide engaging, artistic, community-
building activities for under-served families. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TPT DTP Specialist Alexandra Khovov’s 
daughter had been doing circus for a few years 
when she joined the Trenton Circus Squad last 
fall.  “TCS is a very passionate and welcoming 
community of instructors, kids and their par-
ents, who not only make sure the kids develop 
their circus skills, but see them as a way to 
bring a smile on other people’s faces.  Everyone 
feels welcomed.  The fact that it is affordable is 
also a big plus for me, as a single mother.” 
 

How to Give: Visit the TCS website [http://
www.trentoncircussquad.org/] for more infor-
mation – including several photos and video 
clips of the squad in action, as well as to 
make a donation.   
 

Providing Former Street  
Children With A Better Future 
 

Soy Gracias a Ti (I am because of you) 
is a Spanish organization started by 
Amin Sheikh, who grew up on the 

streets of Mumbai.  Luckily he was taken to 
an orphanage at an early age where he 
learned what it meant to have a place you 
can call home, and people you can call fam-
ily.  Now Amin has hopes of helping the chil-
dren of today who face the hardships that he  

my charity of choice, as well as joined their 
Manhattan Board of Advisors.  In this new 
chapter, I hope to have a great impact on the 
cancer-fighting community, one small step at a 
time.  And this is where I could use your sup-
port.” 
 

How to Give:  You can easily donate on their 
site [http://www.cancer.org] where you’ll also 
find information on the many events in which 
you can participate. 
 

Chennai Organization Supports 
Children With Special Needs 
 

MAITHREE is an organization based 
in Chennai, India dedicated to pro-
viding a secure future for mentally 

challenged persons.  Officially formed in 
1994 by a group of parents inspired by the 
words and work of Mother Teresa, they’re 
mission is to reach persons with mental 
handicaps by providing an array of services 
duly supported by the appropriate infra-
structure and qualified personnel.  But also 
to create an awareness and acceptance in 
society for these children. 
 

Chennai’s Muneer Ahmed is actively in-
volved with the group, as his son is enrolled in 
the school. He’s one of more than 600 parents 
who are part of the organization.  “From a 
humble beginning of providing special educa-
tion to three children from the drawing room of 
a parent, MAITHREE has grown to provide 
special education to around 450 children 
through its various day-care, vocational train-
ing and Care and Management centers.” 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Now a 75-member, professionally qualified 
team, compromised of special educators, occu-
pational therapists and physiotherapists, pro-
vide education to these children. 
 
How to Give: Visit MAITHREE’s website 
[http://www.maithree.org] and to donate click 
on this link: http://www.maithree.org/
donar.php 
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to the community, and sends 
trained volunteers to regularly 
visit patients. 
 

The Etape Caledonia Cycle 
Challenge will cover over 80 
miles of closed roads through 
the stunning Highlands of 
Perthshire, including the noto-
rious ascent up the Schiehal-
lion in the timed King of the 
Mountains section of the race. 

 

How to Give:  Visit Dan’s team’s donation 
page and help sponsor the team: https://
www.justgiving.com/DanROsullivan 
 
Walking to Defeat ALS in 
Memory of  Uncle 
 

Amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS) is 
a progressive neurodegenerative dis-
ease that affects nerve cells in the 

brain and the spinal cord.  Motor neurons 
reach from the brain to the spinal cord and 
from the spinal cord to the muscles through-
out the body.  The progressive degeneration 
of the motor neurons in ALS eventually leads 
to their death, which results in the loss of 
the brain’s ability to initiate and control 
muscle movement.  Patients in the later 
stages of the disease may become totally 
paralyzed.  It is often called Lou Gehrig’s 
Disease, after the NY Yankee baseball player 
whose diagnosis ended his career, but also 
brought national and international attention 
to the disease. 
 

The ALS Association was established in 
1985, and is the only national non-profit or-
ganization fighting Lou Gehrig’s Disease on 
every front – leading the way in global re-
search, providing 
assistance to peo-
ple with ALS, co-
ordinating mul-
tidisciplinary 
care through cer-
tified care cen-
ters, and foster-
ing government 
partnerships. 
 

New York TPTer 
Kristen Ken-
nedy has a per-
sonal commit-  
 
 

faced.  His dream is to open a café – the Bom-
bay to Barcelona Library Café – which will 
provide employment to youths leaving the 
same orphanage where he grew up.   
 

Barcelona’s Ana Revilla went to Mumbai in 
2003 to work as a volunteer, and while there 
got to know 
Amin.  “I was 
very moved by 
his story and by 
that of many 
other children in 
the streets of 
Mumbai.  Some 
years later, he 
told me about his 
book and the pro-
ject he was help-
ing to promote, 
and I decided to 
get involved as it could help many children to 
have the opportunity that was denied them at 
the start of their lives.” 
 

The book – Bombay, Mumbai. Life is life. I am 
because of you. – relates Amin’s life story: leav-
ing home at an early age to escape abuse, his 
life on the streets as a young boy, and his find-
ing happiness at the orphanage.  The profits 
from the sale of the book are being invested in 
the starting of the café. 
 

How to Give:  On the website [http://
www.iambecauseofyou.com/] you can read 
more about Amin’s amazing life, as well as 
purchase a copy of the book or donate money to 
help Amin realize his dream of opening the 
café. 
 

Bike Ride Through the Scottish 
Highlands In Support of   
Cancer Care 
 

TDC’s Dan O’Sullivan and several 
other TPTers will be riding through the 
highlands of Perthshire in May in sup-

port of Marie Curie Cancer Care, the UK char-
ity that provides care and support for people 
living with any terminal illness, and their 
families.  Founded in 1948, Marie Curie’s ori-
gins are linked to the Marie Curie Hospital, a 
pioneering UK hospital that specialized in the 
treatment of women suffering from cancer.  
Marie Curie Cancer Care provides nursing 
care, operates hospices, offers practical support  

http://www.iambecauseofyou.com/
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and how to provide support.  Charities 
must be credible organizations and not 
direct sponsorship or fundraising efforts 
for an individual. Donations made to 
charities promoted through the TPT Giv-
ing Network do not receive matching con-
tributions. 
 

 

ment to fighting this disease — her uncle who 
lost his battle with ALS in 2008.  Consequently 
she’s walking in the May 7th Greater New York 
Walk to Defeat ALS, taking place along the 
Hudson river. 
 

How to Give: Click on the link to Kristen’s do-
nation page [http://web.alsa.org/site/TR/Walks/
GreaterNewYork?
px=3753530&pg=personal&fr_id=12006#.Vtm
4ivkrJhE] or, to find out more information 
about the ALS Association visit their website: 
http://www.alsa.org/ 
 
 

TPT Giving Network 
 

TPT Giving Network is a companywide fo-
rum which helps employees raise both 
awareness and donations for their chari-
ties.  Employees are encouraged to submit 
information about their charity, its mission  

To help promote your charity, email  
GivingNetwork@transperfect.com with the following  
information: 
 

Organization Name: 
Mission: 
History/Description: 
Comment: 
How to Give: 
Web Address: 
Pictures of employee involvement or the  
organization’s logo 
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